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Leadership is one of the most valuable qualities that a scout can learn, and the Order of the Arrow provides
some of the best opportunities for learning. This spring a number of arrowmen from Taleka Lodge attended the
National Leadership Seminar (NLS), the OA's major Leadership course. In addition to some excellent training, | can
say that they had a great time.

Each Region organizes its own NLS, and this year Central Region's program will be held at the beautiful
Beaumont Scout Ranch in St. Louis. In addition to being a top-notch camp with excellent facilities for training, the
location means that NLS has never been more convenient to attend, and luckily many of the Lodge's up-and-coming
officers and committee members are taking advantage of this opportunity.

The training began on April 28" with registration, orientation, and a cracker barrel. It's a great opportunity to
meet scouts and scouters from across the central region, in addition to a fun time to hang out with the rest of the
lodge contingent. Then its time for bed and plenty of sleep is needed to prepare for the training ahead.

After a delicious breakfast (the food at NLS is always excellent), the training begins in full force. Scouts and
scouters are divided into smaller, patrol-size groups, and then led through numerous training, role-playing, and
group activities. The activities are all well designed, often incorporating music and movies so that the classes are
never boring. The experienced trainers guide the class through activities that teach leadership methods, planning
and making goals, dealing with other people, and other important leadership skills.

Later in the weekend, the scouts took some individual time to set 3 major goals they would like to
accomplish as a way to test their new leadership skills. They must complete these tasks within 90 days in order to
receive the NLS patch and officially complete the program. On Sunday, at the end of the program, the staff holds a
graduation dinner, with each team leader serving the students they taught as a way to congratulate them on their
accomplishments. The scouts and scouters go home, eager to complete their 3 pledged tasks and improve their
lodge and council, and prepared to begin the hardest leadership training course in existence - real leadership and
responsibility.

Fellow Arrowmen, Hello all.

Spring has come, and with it a new ceremonies I hope everyone is having a great year. | would like to
season. As we prepare to step down as ceremonies co- thank all those who attended Winter Banquet and
chairmen, we look forward to training a new generation Spring Fellowship. | hope to see everyone soon.
of ceremonialists. We highly encourage anyone
interested in ceremonies to contact us at Yours In Brotherhood,
ceremonies81@charter.net or phone us to join the Adam Jolly
ceremonies team. We are always looking for new Lodge Treasurer
members, whether it is for a speaking part or behind-the-
scenes work. We hope that everyone interested in Hello kids!
ceremonies came out to the Spring Fellowship and This is your friendly Communications and

signed up for the upcoming ceremonies. Look for other
training and regalia weekends to follow.

Also, we have been informed that we will be
unable to perform the same callout ceremony on the
darn as we did last year. Instead, we will be leading a
committee to decide on a new script for the callout
ceremony for this year's summer camp. Anyone with
ideas concerning the ceremony should contact us at the
above listed e-mail address. We hope that this year's
ceremonies will be even better than the last.

Publications Chairman speaking. | hope everyone is
enjoying the warm weather as of late.

| have a dream...and that dream is to improve the
Egret. Of course, to make this really happen, | am
going to need help. If your chapter does something
interesting, you host an event, or you have an idea for
an article and want to publish it, send an email my
way (kwockerQ7@aol.com) and I'd be happy to take a
look. It's up to you to make this thing great.

Otherwise, | encourage everyone to stay involved,
do lots of service, and (most importantly) stay classy. |
hope to see you all soon.

Yours in Brotherhood,
Joe and Tim Thurman

Ceremonies Co-Chairmen Yours in Brotherhood,

Jonathan Kwock
Com/Pub Chairman 2006




Fellow Arrowmen,

Summer camp is rapidly approaching! | would like to persuade all arrowmen who have been in the Order of
the Arrow for 10 months or more, to consider taking the brotherhood class at summer camp. The Brotherhood Class
will help you understand more about the Order of the Arrow’s customs, traditions, and history. It is a four day class
(Monday-Thursday). Additionally, we will also have the ice cream social on Tuesday, like years past. On Friday night,
we will have the OA call out ceremony. Arrowmen should wear their sashes that night.

Once again, | would like to encourage all arrowmen to attend their chapter meetings. These are held at your
district’s round table. They begin at 7:00 pm on the first Thursday of every month.

Lastly, it is not too late to sign up for OA high adventure treks! Unfortunately the OA Ocean Adventure is all
filled up for this year, but Wilderness Voyage and OA Trail Crew is still open for applications. These programs are the
cheapest way to go to a BSA high adventure base. If you are the slightest bit interested in going to one of the two
high adventure bases, | encourage you to take a look at, http://adventure.oa-bsa.org/ , the official website for the OA
high adventure programs.

Yours in Brotherhood,
Eric Hermann
2005-2006 Vice Chief of Administration

Brothers,

A few interesting things have happened in the past few months. The most evident being the election of Chris
Simms as Lodge Chief and Mark Thurman being elected as Section Chief. At the end of February, | finally got the
lodge database updated. | am also pleased to report that if you haven't received your membership card yet, you can
expect it very soon. If you do not receive one by May 18, please contact me at schefelker@netwitz.net and | will do
my best to see that you receive one.

With that out of the way, there will be a regalia training day on April 29" for those in Order of the Arrow as well as
for anyone in the Tribe of Mannaseh. This get together will be held at Camp Joy at 9:00 am on the 29", The Council
is providing lunch that day, and if you are interested, contact the scout office. They will put you in touch with Cory
Reeves our Lodge Advisor.

| also encourage you to go to your local chapter meetings. The more people involved, the more things we can
plan and do. | know that there is a certain amount of business involved, however, there is no reason that activities
can't be planned as well. If you think that you would like to do something with people you rarely see, this is a
GREAT way to start it up. Weekend backpacking trip? Giant City State Park? Merrimac Caverns? Six Flags?
There is no reason you can't do it.

Until next time, | leave you with these words...“The uniform makes for brotherhood, since when universally
adopted it covers up all differences of class and country.” Sir Robert Baden-Powell

Andy Schefelker
Taleka Lodge Secretary

The Vigil Ceremony is led by Tim Thurman at this year's Winter Banquet



National OA Conference
July 28" to August 3 ™
Michigan State University

Fall Fellowship
August 18 ™ to 20™
Camp Vandeventer

Section C5C Conclave
October 13" to 15"
Camp Llewellyn

Winter Banquet
January 6 ", 2007
Albers American Legion




Taleka Lodge Okaw Valley Council 116
Fall Fellowship
August 18" to 20™, 2006
Camp Vandeventer Waterloo, IL

City: State: Zip Code:
Home Phone: Cell Phone:

Unit Number: E-mail:
M/F: Adult/Youth: Chapter:

Please Check One:

Ordeal $20.00

Brotherhood Class $25.00
Arrowmen $12.00 - O B V
Elangomat $5.00 - O B \Y;

Youth must have (2) adult leaders in camp responsible for them
at all times.

Please return this form and amount due by August 4" to:

Taleka Lodge 116

C/o Okaw Valley Council
335 West Main Street
Belleville, IL 62226

1-2371-000-00 FF




Recreated from the “Smoke Signal” Written by: Tim Thurman

Every year, as a member of Taleka Lodge, | get questioned
about the purpose of clothespins. You've probably noticed
those guys walking around with a stack of clothespins,
pinning random passers-by with their pins, and you've
probably wondered just what the heck they're doing. This
tradition started almost a decade ago at a Taleka Lodge
Fellowship. One of the louder sleepers was keeping others
awake, so the campers pinned a clothespin on his tent. This
joke evolved into the Taleka Lodge clothespin tradition. For
each event we hold, we make a batch of clothespins, and we
try to pin them on each other without the victim noticing.
We've also found other uses for clothespins: sash holders,
hair pins, and facial embellishment. So next time you notice
that you've been pinned, you'll realize that you are
participating in one of our lodge’s favorite traditions.

Recreated from the “Smoke Signal”
Article written by: Kevin Beehner

All hands on deck! Down in the Florida Keys is a
great adventure waiting for all arrowmen looking
for two weeks of fun and hard work. At the Order of
the Arrow’s Ocean Adventure at Sea Base you are
SCUBA certified as an open water diver and serve
the rest of the time either at the base or under the
surface of the water working on conservation
projects. But that is not all that you can do at Sea
Base. Outside of OAOA you can go sailing on a
short forty foot boat, on a long hundred foot ship,
or you can do the Island Adventure on Munson
Island. For more information on these and other
adventures go to the national website, www.oa-
bsa.org/programs and click on the Sea Base link.

The Story of the Honorary Brotherhood Sash

There is an old and torn Brotherhood sash that has been worn by many people over the years. It is covered with the
ash and face paint of ceremonies long ago. It smells of sweat and the toil of many service days. It is marked by and
has marked the people who have worn it. In the Boy Scouts of America, the Order of the Arrow and Taleka Lodge
there are many long time traditions. One of these is this Sash. The Honorary Brotherhood Sash, the Sash which has
been handed down from Brother to Brother in Taleka Lodge is once more moving on. This journey that the Sash is
continuing started on a Fellowship weekend in 1986 when Robert Eason became a Brotherhood member of Taleka
Lodge. When Robert became Vigil, he quietly passed along his Sash to Matt Oelrich placing upon him an obligation
to carry on the high standards of representing all that a Brotherhood member should be. This Sash has passed down
through the years. It has been worn to Ordeal, Brotherhood, and Vigil ceremonies. It has been taken to National
Order of the Arrow Conferences. It has joined the feast at numerous Winter Banquets. It has enjoyed the fellowship
of many OA weekends. These Brotherhood members who have carried this obligation, this honor, and this heart of
the Brotherhood members of Taleka Lodge passed this Sash down through the Lodge. At the 2006 Spring
Fellowship, it will be passed down to another...

The past Honorary Brotherhood Sash holders include:

1986 Robert Eason (Vigil Honor/Tradition Founder) 1989 Matt Oelrich (Turned 21)

1993 Nathan Schaumleffel (Vigil Honor) 1994 Daniel A. Feighery (Vigil Honor)
1995 Mark Bagby (Turned 21) 1999 Robert Vogt Jr. (Vigil Honor)

2000 Kenny Krieg (Vigil Honor) 2001 Nicholas A. Schubert (Vigil Honor)
2002 Stephen Bux (Vigil Honor) 2003 Christopher Snyder (Vigil Honor)
2005 Jonathan C. Kwock (Vigil Honor) 2006 Andrew Schefelker *NEW*

New Taleka Eagles Andy Schefelker Completes Eagle Project
On Saturday, March 18, 2006, Andy Schefelker completed his Eagle Project. It was a great
day and 26 people came out to help. The project description was as follows: to pour a

concrete base for a fire ring in the Girl Scout campsite in Centralia, clean up and paint an

Aaron Archer
Michael Baumer

Matt Dalb: .
Christopher éum old flagpole in another area, restore the pole’s concrete base, and buff up a bronze
Adam Jolly dedication plaque on the pole’s base.

David Konradt
Jonathan Kwock
Cory Lane
Scott Melton
Shane Osborn
Michael Paddack
Nathan Schaefer
Andrew Schefelker
Frank Soltys
Joseph Thurman
Mark Thurman
Timothy Thurman
Josh Wetzig
Chris White

Andy chose this project for several reasons, one of which is due to the fact that the area
with the flagpole was commissioned in the memory of one Rollenson. Rollenson was a Boy
Scout during World War Two era and actually drowned at Camp Joy at the age of thirteen.

“In my mind,” Andy said, “the most difficult part of the project was sitting back and letting
others do the work. I've always been one to want to jump in and help. | was actually told
once or twice to just lay off.”

Now that his project is over with, Andy looks forward to going back to a more routine
schedule devoting his time to school, work, and OA.




To see past issues of
The Egret...

Go to
www.okawbsa.org!
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Mark Thurman hands over the Chief's bonnet symbolizing his role as
Lodge Chief at the last Winter Banquet.

Greetings my fellow Arrow man | would like to take this time to congratulate all of the Ordeal members to Taleka
Lodge. | would also like to congratulate the members that became Brotherhood and Vigil over the Spring Fellowship;
it was a great time for all with a couple small things, the visit from the Sheriff's office on Friday night and the small fire
Saturday. Thanks to all who help put out the fire and kept watch on it all night Saturday.

| would like to challenge all the older arrowmen of Taleka Lodge to keep in touch with all of the new Ordeal
Candidates from the Fall and Spring Fellowship. Urge them on to Brotherhood. Invite them to Chapter meetings and
other Chapter events; also keep the aware of the Lodge events. | would like to the youth members of the Lodge to
do this because it is a youth run organization, adult members can help also with the adult Ordeal members. | would
like for you the members also keep in touch with the new members, with a phone call or an e-mail once a month to
keep the members interested in the lodge. | had the chance to attend the NLS held at Beaumont Scout Ranch in
Missouri; it was a great learning experience and great fellowship for around the region and national level. After
talking to these great instructors and leaders | have became more motivated and excited about the O.A. and leading
Taleka Lodge. If you have questions feel free to contact me anytime.

In Brotherhood, Chris Simms

Seven Brotherhood Conversions, Seven Vigil Honors at Spring Fellowship

The Brotherhood membership also took in seven new members last weekend. They were Michael Hall, Brian Lowry,
Cody Meek, Rick Smith, Mary Frances Soltys, Chris Theobald, and Gary Willman.

One week ago, some seven Brotherhood members of Taleka Lodge became the newest members of the Vigil Honor.
These arrowmen included Ed Buckles, Eric Hermann, Jon Kwock, Cory Reeves, John Schroeder, Chris Simms, and
Frank Soltys. Among the certificates, membership cards, and new gleaming white sashes, each member received a
name in Lenne Lenape that represents some aspect of their personality.

Congratulations to everyone listed above. Their accomplishments and honors are well-deserved.

Things to Remember:

Taleka NOAC patches will be
available July 2006

Attend your monthly Chapter
meetings

- e hepy
Volunteer for your Chapter’s 2} gdw 2 L )

One Day of Service

Callout Thursdays at Summer Camp




